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St Charles’ Catholic Primary School 
Nursery Understanding the World Curriculum Overview 

Our Understanding the World curriculum 
has been developed to compliment our 

Literacy curriculum to create over arching 
themes that engage and embed learning.

The curriculum builds on prior knowledge 
so that children remember more.

Through our RE curriculum -Come and 
See children explore the Catholic and 

other faiths complementing the learning 
in our curriculum.

Understanding the World curriculum is 
greatly enhanced though our school 

forest school provision.

Children are exposed to real-life 
experience for example when learning 
about lifecycles we enage the children 
with living eggs (chicks) and butterfly 

gardens.

Progressive continous provision 
curriculum planning  that builds on 

children's interest .

Reflective planning following children's 
interests and using minute by minute 

formative ongoing assessments to plan 
opportunities for children to achieve their 

next steps in learning.

Termly summative assessments  that 
inform planning.

Technology is used to engage and support 
children's learning in all areas of the 

curriculum

Whole school events such as STEM week. 
Involvement in our Parish community and 

school trips linked to our themes to 
engage the children in their learning and 

increase cultural capital.

Characteristics of Learning

Our provision promotes engagement, 
motivation and thinking. 

Parents as Partners 

We include parents in their child's The 
World learning through including them 

when learning about families and inviting 
them in to school to share their 

experiences as well as  online learning 
journals.

Enabling Environments

Carefully planned organised and engaging 
environments to support independent 

learning through play.



Whole class daily 
literacy and theme 

sessions.

Understanding the 
World continuous 

provision 

Planned 
enhancements to 
support children's 
interests and next 
steps in learning.

Real objects and 
experiences that 

add cultural 
capital.

Small group adult-
led Understanding 
of the World work 

groups.

Adults supporting 
children develop 
knowledge and 

skills in their play.

Quality 
intereactions in 

play - questioning, 
scaffollding and 

modelling.

Nursery Understanding the World Curriculum 
Delivery 

Understanding the world involves 
guiding children to make sense of 
their physical world and their 
community. The frequency and 
range of children’s personal 
experiences increases their 
knowledge and sense of the world 
around them – from visiting parks, 
libraries and museums to meeting 
important members of society such 
as police officers, nurses and 
firefighters. In addition, listening to 
a broad selection of stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems will 
foster their understanding of our 
culturally, socially, technologically 
and ecologically diverse world. As 
well as building important 
knowledge, this extends their 
familiarity with words that support 
understanding across domains. 
Enriching and widening children’s 
vocabulary will support later 
reading comprehension. 
Statutory Framework 



 Understanding the World 

People, Culture and Communities and Past and Present Curriculum 

Long Term 
Plan 

Nursery Reception Celebrations/Days 

Autumn 1 All About Me 
How am I Unique? 

 
History 

My Family and Me 
What makes my family special? 

 
History 

 

Diwali 

Autumn 2 My Home 
Where do I live? 

 
Geography 

My City 
Where is Newcastle upon Tyne? 

 
Geography 

Bonfire Night 
Remembrance Day 

Christmas 

Spring 1 The Poles 
Does anyone live on the North or South Pole? 

Geography 
 

All around the World 
Is it hot in Africa? 

 
Geography 

Chinese New Year 
Safer Internet Day 

Spring 2 Special Times with my Family 
When do I have fun with my family? 

 
History 

 

Old and New 
Was everything black and white in the past? 

 
History 

 

Mother’s Day 
Easter 

Summer 1 Time to go to Work 
What is a job? 

 
History 

Important Jobs 
What am I going to be when I grow up? 

 
History 

Deaf Awareness Week 
Fair Trade Day 

 
 

Summer 2 My Body  
(Physical Development Curriculum) 

What can my body do? 
 

Science 
Animals Including Humans 

Look - What I Can Do! 
(Physical Development Curriculum) 

How do I keep healthy? 
 

Science 
Animals Including Humans 

 

Father’s Day 
World Refuge Day 

 

 



People, Culture and Communities and Past and Present Curriculum 

This document lists typical development at each stage in order for practitioners to judge if children are on 

track for expected development.  It is not  used to limit our curriculum to specific objectives. 
 

Prior Learning  
 

 

Nursery  
Birth to 5 Matters 

 

Reception 
            Birth to 5 and ELG 

Range 1 - 4 
People, Culture and Communities  
Make connections between the features of their 
family and other families. 
Notice differences between people. 
 
 

Range 4 - 5 
People, Culture and Communities  
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 
Show interest in different occupations. 
Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between 
people. 
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the 
differences they have experienced or seen in photos. 
 

Range 6 
People, Culture and Communities  
Talk about members of their immediate family and 
community. 
Name and describe people who are familiar to 
them. 
Draw information from a simple map. 
Understand that some places are special to 
members of their community. 
Recognise that people have different beliefs and 
celebrate special times in different ways. 
Recognise some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other 
countries. 
 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps;  
- Know some similarities and differences between 
different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class;  
- Explain some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and – when appropriate – maps.  
 



Range 1 - 4 
Past and Present 
Make connections between the features of their 
family and other families. 
Notice differences between people. 
 

Past and present 
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 
Show interest in different occupations. 
 
 

Range 6 
Past and Present 
Talk about members of their immediate family and 
community. 
Name and describe people who are familiar to 
them. 
Comment on images of familiar situations in the 
past. 
Compare and contrast characters from stories, 
including figures from the past. 
 
ELG: Past and Present  
Children at the expected level of development will: 
 - Talk about the lives of the people around them 
and their roles in society;  
- Know some similarities and differences between 
things in the past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class; 
 - Understand the past through settings, characters 
and events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling. 
 



Autumn 1 Nursery – All About Me 
How am I Unique?  

 

Prior Learning  
 

 

Nursery  
Birth to 5 Matters 

 

Reception 
            Birth to 5 and ELG 

Range 1-4 
People, Culture and Communities  
Make connections between the features of their family and 
other families. 
Notice differences between people. 
 

Range 4 - 5 
People, Culture and Communities  
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s 
history. 
Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences 
between people. 
 
Past and Present 
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s 
history. 
 
 

Range 6 
Past and Present 
Talk about members of their immediate family and 
community. 
Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 
Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 
Compare and contrast characters from stories, including 
figures from the past. 
 
ELG: Past and Present  
Children at the expected level of development will: 
 - Talk about the lives of the people around them and their 
roles in society;  
- Know some similarities and differences between things in 
the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class; 
 - Understand the past through settings, characters and 
events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

 

Key Knowledge What would this knowledge look like? 

Every person is different and unique. We have similarities and differences in the way that 
we look as well as our personalities. Everyone’s family is also unique to them. 
We all have our own special name. 
There are different types of hair, eye and skin colour. 
We can be different heights and ages. 
Our families can have sisters, brothers, both or none. 
Families are made up from mums, dads, grandparents, aunties, uncles and cousins but 
everyone’s family is different. 

 Can share their name 

 Can share the colour of their eyes hair and skin
 Can name different people who make up a family

 Can name the members of their family

 Can share their age

 Know that we are all different and unique





 
 

 

Key Skills 
 

What will these skills look like? 

 Make observations of what people look like 
 Make observations of what they look like 
 Make observations to compare similarities and differences between people 
 Can role-play their own experiences of family  

 

 Can talk about what others look like
 Can talk about what they look like and draw or create representations using 

images, playdough or natural objects

 Can talk about how they are different or similar to others and can sort and match 
photos e.g sorting pictures of different coloured hair

 Can use play to share experiences of their family

 

 
Vocabulary 

 
Resources/Equipment 

 
Suggested Visits / Visitors 

Me Family Name Different Same Unique People Hair Eyes 
Skin Height Age Mum Dad Sister Brother Grandmother 
Grandad Aunty Uncle Cousin 

Mirrors 
Play people 
Family photographs 
Family trees 
Name tags and badges 
Family small world 

Family/Parents 

 



 
 
 
 
 










Celebrations/Days 
Diwali 
October/November 

Diwali also known as the festival of lights - is a five-day celebration 
originating from the Indian subcontinent. One of the most popular 
festivals in India, Hindus, Sikhs and Jains from across the world celebrate 
in a number of ways. 
Traditionally, Diwali is a Hindu festival commemorating the return of Lord 
Rama, along with Sita and Lakshman, from his fourteen-year-long exile 
and vanquishing the demon-king Ravana. In the traditional Diwali story, 
their way home was lit by lamps. 
Paper lanterns and traditional oil lamps known as Diya are lit around 
people’s homes, temples and even the streets. This lighting of lamps 
symbolizes Lord Rama’s return and the triumph of light over darkness. 
People also take part in ceremonies, prayer, firework displays and lively 
gatherings where sweets and food are served. 
Diwali takes place on a different date each year, according to the Hindu 
Lunar calendar. It typically coincides with the first new moon of October 
or November - the darkest night of the year. 

We learn about other cultures through learning about their special celebrations. 
We use age appropriate videos, stories and resources to teach our pupils about 
this celebration. 
 
Pupils can explore light and dark, create their own lamps and art work.  



Autumn 2 Nursery – My Home 
Where do I live? 

 

Prior Learning  
 

 

Nursery  
Birth to 5 Matters 

 

Reception 
            Birth to 5 and ELG 

Range 1 - 4 
People, Culture and Communities  
Make connections between the features of their family and 
other families. 
 

Range 4-5 
People, Culture and Communities  
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s 
history. 
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk 
about the differences they have experienced or seen in 
photos. 
 

Range 6 
People, Culture and Communities Curriculum 
Talk about members of their immediate family and 
community. 
Draw information from a simple map. 
Understand that some places are special to members of their 
community. 
Recognise some similarities and differences between life in 
this country and life in other countries. 
Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate 
special times in different ways. 
 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps;  
- Know some similarities and differences between different 
religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in class;  
- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge 
from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – 
maps.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













Key Knowledge What would this knowledge look like? 

 Everyone has a home that they live in. All our homes are different. We live with our family 
in our homes. There are different types of homes including flats and houses.  People in 
other countries homes vary as well. Some people live in huts or igloos. 
Homes have different rooms in them such as kitchens to cook, living rooms to share family 
times, bathrooms and bedrooms.  We have different objects in our homes to help us live 
like beds and sofas. 
We live on roads and streets in our local area of Gosforth in Newcastle upon Tyne. Our 
school is also in Gosforth. 
At Christmas we decorate our homes to celebrate Christmas. We have trees, lights, cards 
and baubles. 

 Understand that they live in their home
 Know that not all homes are the same

 Can name different rooms in a house

 Can name different household objects

 Know that people celebrate Christmas in their homes


 

Key Skills 
 

What will these skills look like? 

 To describe their home 
 To ask questions about their homes and others 
 Can explain who lives in their home with them 
 Can identify household objects 
 Can share their experiences of home life 
 Can observe how their home has changed to celebrate Christmas  

 Can share information about where they live 

 Can ask questions about photos of different types of homes  

 Can draw representations of their family and home 

 Can match objects/pictures to rooms in a house

 Can role-play different home situations in the home corner 

 Can talk about how their home has changed for Christmas 

 

 
Vocabulary 

 
Resources/Equipment 

 
Suggested Visits / Visitors 

Home House Flat Hut Igloo Room Kitchen Bathroom 
Bedroom Sitting/Living Room Bedroom Different Same 
Family Celebrate Christmas Range of household objects 
such as: Bed Sofa Fridge 

Range of household objects 
Home corner role-play 
Dolls House 
Photos/small world of a range of different homes 
Maps of the local area 
 

Local area walk to look at different types of homes. 
Parents/Staff to talk about their homes. 





Celebrations/Days 
Bonfire Night 
November 

Bonfire or Firework Night, also known as Guy Fawkes Day is an annual 
observance marking the failure of the gunpowder plot of 1605. It is one of 
the most widely celebrated events in the UK with people gathering in 
large parties to light bonfires and fireworks. We have a lovely selection of 
bonfire night resources for your teaching on this historic event! 

We explore our British culture and traditions through learning about this event. 
Children can explore video and pictures of fireworks and create their own. 

Remembrance Day 
November 

Remembrance Day (also known as Poppy Day or Armistice Day) is a 
memorial day to remember the members of their armed forces who have 
died on duty since World War I. Remembrance Day is observed on 11 
November to recall the official end of World War I on that date in 1918, 
as the major hostilities of World War I were formally ended "at the 11th 
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month" of 1918 with the German signing 
of the Armistice.  

We use age appropriate videos and resources to remember those who gave their 
lives for us.  
Children can produce art and poppies. 

Christmas 
December 

Christmas is a holiday to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ and is a British 
tradition. 

Christmas lights are strung from houses and trees, holly and wreaths are 
hung up in houses, and most importantly the Christmas tree is set up 
inside and decorated. 

We learn about Christmas through our RE curriculum and celebrate as a school. 
Pupils take part in the Early Years Nativity. 





Spring 1 Nursery – The Poles 
Does anyone live on the North or South Pole? 

 

Prior Learning  
 

 

Nursery  
Birth to 5 Matters 

 

Future - Reception 
            Birth to 5 and ELG 

Range 1 - 4 
People, Culture and Communities  
Make connections between the features of their family and 
other families. 
Notice differences between people. 
 

Rang 4 – 5 
People, Culture and Communities Curriculum 
Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences 
between people. 
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk 
about the differences they have experienced or seen in 
photos. 
 

Range 6 
People, Culture and Communities Curriculum 
Draw information from a simple map. 
Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate 
special times in different ways. 
Recognise some similarities and differences between life in 
this country and life in other countries. 
 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps;  
- Know some similarities and differences between different 
religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in class;  
- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge 
from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – 
maps.  
 

Key Knowledge What would this knowledge look like? 

There are other places in the world that are different to where they live. 
The North pole is very cold and the land is snow and ice. 
Polar bears and penguins live in the North Pole. 
Inuit people (Eskimos), who live in the nearby Arctic regions of Canada, Greenland, and 
Russia, have never made homes at the North Pole as it is constantly moving. 
The North Pole is at the top of the world. 
We have to look after the world so that the ice pole doesn’t melt. 

 Know that people live in different places

 Can describe what it is like in the North Pole through words and actions

 Can name some animals that live in the North Pole

 Know that people do not live in the North Pole

 Can point to the North Pole on a globe

 Understand that Inuit people (Eskimos) do not live on the North Pole but near it 
and their traditional home is an igloo



 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Skills 
 

What will these skills look like? 

 Make observations of how the North Pole is different to where they live 
 Ask questions about the North Pole 
 Investigate water and ice 
 Show interest in maps and globes 

 
 

 Can use photos and small world experiences to comment on the differences 
between where they live and the North Pole 

 Share their questions about the North Pole 

 Engage in water and ice play whilst linking to their knowledge of the North Pole 

 Engage in play with maps and globes 

 

 
Vocabulary 

 
Resources/Equipment 

 
Suggested Visits / Visitors 

North Pole Artic Cold Snow Ice Water Penguins Polar 
Bears Map Globe World Inuit Eskimos Igloo Tradition 

Fake Snow 
Animal figures 
Ice 
Winter clothing and accessories 
Winter small world 
Maps  
Globe 
Pictures of the North Pole 
North Pole small world 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrations/Days 
Chinese New Year  
January or February 

Chinese New Year is a traditional holiday that is very important in China. 
Traditionally, Chinese New Year would begin on the last day of the month 
in the Chinese calendar, Chinese New Year’s Eve, and would end on the 
fifteenth day of the first month – the Lantern Festival. This makes it the 
longest festival in the Chinese calendar. The date changes from year to 
year because it follows an ancient farmer calendar which is based on 
phases of the moon.  

We learn about other cultures through discovering the Chinese New Year 
celebration through age appropriate stories and resources. 
Chinese restaurant role-play. 
Chinese new year activities such as lanterns and dragons. 

Safer Internet Day 
February 

Safer Internet Day is an event, organised by the UK Safer Internet Centre, 
which aims to promote safe, responsible and positive usage of Internet 
technology. It involves lots of local and national organisations coming 
together to raise awareness of correct internet practices including 
consent, ownership and data privacy, and runs with the slogan, ‘Together 
for a better Internet’. 

We follow yearly theme as a whole school to ensure that our pupils our pupils 
are aware of how they can stay safe whilst using the internet. 



 

Spring 2 Nursery – Special Times with my Family 
When do I have fun with my family? 

 

Prior Learning  
 

 

Nursery  
Birth to 5 Matters 

 

Reception 
            Birth to 5 and ELG 

Range 1 - 4 
People, Culture and Communities  
Make connections between the features of their family and 
other families. 
Notice differences between people. 
 

Range 4 -5  
People, Culture and Communities  
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s 
history. 
Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences 
between people. 
 

Range 6 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Know some similarities and differences between different 
religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in class;  
 
Past and Present 
Talk about members of their immediate family and 
community. 
Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

 

Key Knowledge What would this knowledge look like? 

Everyone has a family. All families are special, unique and different.  
Families spend time together.  
Families have different interests and things that they like to do together for example 
going to the park or the beach. 
Families celebrate together. Celebrations include birthdays, Christmas, Easter, Diwali, 
Chinese New Year and others (Cover celebrations associated with the cohorts 
heritage/religion)  

 Know that families spend time together

 Understand that families do different things together

 Can name some of the fun things that they do with their families

 Can name some celebrations that they share with their family




 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Key Skills 
 

What will these skills look like? 

 Describe key events in their life 
 Make comparisons between their own and other peoples family 
 Recognise and describe celebrations or events that they have shared with their family 

 Can talk about or role-play events and experiences in their life 

 Can talk about things that are similar and different in their own and other people’s 
families such as things they like to do together or how they celebrate different events 

 Can describe celebrations that they have shared with their family 

 

 
Vocabulary 

 
Resources/Equipment 

 
Suggested Visits / Visitors 

Family Celebration Park Picnic Beach Unique Different 
Same Together Interests Birthday Christmas  Easter Diwali 
Chinese New Year and others (Cover celebrations 
associated with the cohorts heritage/religion) 

Celebration Role Play 
Resources from other cultures celebrations 
Role-play areas linked to theme e.g. picnic outside 
Small world families and common places 
Photos of family celebrations and outings 
 

Parents/staff to talk about different celebrations 
Family Easter event 

Celebrations/Days 
Mother’s Day 
March 

The modern Mother's Day, also known as Mothering Sunday is an annual 
event which honour mothers and mother figures. Mother figures may 
include grandmas, aunties, sisters, carers or guardians. It is celebrated in 
over 40 countries around the world.   

Talk about families (be aware that not all children with have a Mothers living 
with them and act accordingly) 
Share children’s experiences of their Mothers and what they are thankful for. 
Children can make cards for their Mothers to celebrate this special day. 

Easter 
March/April 

Easter is the most important date in the Catholic Calendar. Lent is the 
time before Easter and is a time of reflection. Good Friday is the day Jesus 
dies and Easter Sunday is the day that celebrates Jesus’ resurrection.  

Easter is covered within the Come and See RE curriculum.  
Easter Family activities. 
Easter cards and activities within the continuous provision. 



 

Summer 1 Nursery –  Time to go to Work  
What is a job? 

 

Prior Learning  
 

 

Nursery  
Birth to 5 Matters 

 

Reception 
            Birth to 5 and ELG 

Range 1 -4 
People, Culture and Communities  
Make connections between the features of their family and 
other families. 
Notice differences between people. 
 

Range 4-5 
People, Culture and Communities Curriculum 
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s 
history. 
Show interest in different occupations. 
Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences 
between people. 
 

Range 6 
Talk about members of their immediate family and 
community. 
Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 
 
People and Communities 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps;  
- Know some similarities and differences between different 
religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in class;  
- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge 
from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – 
maps.  
 

Key Knowledge What would this knowledge look like? 

 Children go to school and lots of adults go to work. Some adults stay at home to look after 
families and some adults have jobs. 
There are lots of different jobs that people do for example teachers, doctors, nurses, 
police, shop workers, builders and many others (Use the cohort of pupils to determine 
different types of jobs to explore). 
 

 Know that some adults go to work

 Understand that adults work is their job

 Can name different types of jobs

 Know what their parents do for their jobs





 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Skills 
 

What will these skills look like? 

 To be able to describe what some simple jobs involve 
 To ask questions about different types of jobs 
 To match different objects to occupations 
 To start to think about what they aspire to when they are older 

 
 

 Can role-play different jobs 

 Can describe what different jobs involve 

 Can ask adults questions about their jobs 

 Can use role-play and sorting activities to match objects and pictures to different 
jobs 

 Can talk about what they would like to do as a job when they are older 

 
Vocabulary 

 
Resources/Equipment 

 
Suggested Visits / Visitors 

Job Parents Occupation Work Teachers Doctor Nurse Police 
Officer Shop Workers Builders (Use the cohort of pupils to 
determine different types of jobs and related objects 
vocabulary to explore).  

 

Role-play and dress up for different occupations 
Photos and small world of different occupations  

Invite parents to share their jobs  

Celebrations/Days 
Deaf Awareness Week 
May 

Deaf Awareness Week is all about promoting the positive aspects of living 
with deafness. This event aims to raise awareness of the isolation that 
deaf people can occasionally experience, and promote the importance of 
social inclusion around the deaf community. 

Use this opportunity to discuss how we are all different and unique. 
Explore simple sign language e.g. hello and goodbye. 
Learn songs with sign language actions. 

Fair Trade Day 
June 

World Fair Trade Day has the goal of promoting the principles and 
products of fair trade. The concepts that drive Fair Trade Enterprises are 
focused on ensuring the positive well-being of the planet and those that 
inhabit it. The business models that Fair Trade promotes are all 
environmentally sustainable and help at-risk groups.  

Explore Fairtrade products such as maltsters and bananas.  
Watch videos aimed at younger children that share the farmers views. 



 
 

 

 

Nursery - Summer 2 
Consolidation of People, Culture and Communities Curriculum and Past and Present curriculum through child initiated learning opportunities to allow time for  
Physical development and PSED – Managing Self Care and the body curriculum focus set out in Physical Development Curriculum. 
 

 

Celebrations/Days 
Father’s Day 
June 

Father's Day is a widely known celebration of fatherhood that celebrates 
the influence of fathers in society. Father's Day occurs every year in June. 

Talk about families (be aware that not all children with have a Father living with 
them and act accordingly) 
Share children’s experiences of their fathers and what they are thankful for. 
Children can make cards for their Fathers to celebrate this special day. 

World Refuge Day 
June 

The United Nations' (UN) World Refugee Day is observed on June 20 each 
year. This event honours the courage, strength and determination of 
women, men and children who are forced to flee their homeland under 
threat of persecution, conflict and violence.  

We can use  this day and the corresponding Refugee Week to teach our pupils 
about diversity and other cultures. 

Additional Celebrations/Days (Date Changes Each Year) 
Eid ul-Fitr 
Changes Yearly 

Eid ul-Fitr is a Muslim holiday also known as 'Eid'. Eid ul-Fitr directly 
translates to 'Festival of Breaking the Fast'. 
 
It is the first day of the Islamic month of Shawwal and marks the end of 
the Holy month of Ramadan - a month-long event where Muslims fast 
from dawn to sunset each day. 
 
Because the Islamic calendar revolves around the moon, the date of Eid 
varies every year and even varies depending on locality as it involves local 
religious authorities on sighting the moon. 
 
Traditionally, Eid ul-Fitr begins at sunset on the night of the first sighting 
of the crescent moon. If it's not observed immediately because clouds 
either block its view or the sky is too bright, then the holiday is celebrated 
the day following the 29th day of the previous lunar month. 
 

This celebration is particularly important to follow if pupils in the cohort are 
Muslims as this is the main celebration in their families’ religion. 
Invite staff members and families to share experiences of Eid. 
Make cards and share special foods. 

Each year there are different days and celebrations that may be appropriate to cover depending on cohort and whole school focuses. Twinkl produce a yearly calendar 
of events. Staff review this each year when curriculum planning: 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/calendar/october 
 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/calendar/october

